SECT. II.]   OF   PRACTICAL   CHRISTIANITY.	11,9
station these indulgences most properly belong, are
most indifferent to them. The undue solicitude
about them is more visible in persons of inferior con-
ditions and smaller fortunes, in whom it is not rarely
detected by the studious contrivances of a misapplied
ingenuity to reconcile parade with economy, and to
glitter at a cheap rate. But this temper of display
and competition is a direct contrast to the lowly,
modest, unassuming carriage of the true Christian:
and, wherever there is an evident effort and struggle
to excel in the particulars here in question, a manifest
wish thus to rival superiors, to outstrip equals, to
dazzle inferiors, it is manifest, the great end of life,
and of all its possessions, is too little kept in view;
and it is to be feared that the gratification of a vain
ostentatious humour is the predominant disposition
of the heart.
As there is a sober sensuality, so is there also
a sober avarice, and a sober ambition.    The com-
mercial and the professiona-1 world com- infhevo-
pose the chief sphere of their influence, taries of
They are   often   recognised  and   openly wealth and
avowed as just master principles of action. ambitlon-
But where this is not the case, they assume such
plausible shapes, are called by such specious names,
and urge such powerful pleas, that they are received
with cordiality, and suffered to gather strength with-
out suspicion.    The seducing considerations of dili-
gence in our callings, of success in our profession,
of making handsome provisions for our children, be-
guile our better judgments.    " We rise early, and
late take rest, and eat the bread of carefulness.""
In our few intervals of leisure, our exhausted spirits
require refreshment;  the serious concerns of our
immortal souls are matters of speculation too grave
and gloomy to answer the purpose; and we fly to

